
THE URBAN STUDIES
FOUNDATION

HANDBOOK OF 
PURPOSE AND PRACTICE

Version 2 (March 2018)



Colophon

Version 2 – February 2018

All texts compiled by the Trustees of the Urban Studies Foundation (USF), Neil Gray (2016),
and Joe Shaw (USF Director of Operations).

Printed by the University of Glasgow Print Unit

UrbanStudiesFoundation.org

http://UrbanStudiesFoundation.org/


Contents 

1 Welcome 

3 Mission Statement

4 Brief History of the USF

6 Brief History of the USJ 

8 Board of Trustees 

15 Director of Operations (DoO) and Financial, Investment and Legal Advisors

16 Governance Procedures

17 Summary of Current Research Investments

Senior Research Fellows

External Postdoctoral Fellows

Internal Postdoctoral Fellows

Seminar Series

Internal Postgraduate Students



Welcome

Planet Earth is becoming increasingly urbanised. Mighty urban assemblages and sprawling
city-regions  now occupy substantial  portions  of  the  Earth’s  surface;  new forms of  urban
political-economic governance proliferate by the day, if sometimes reinventing older tactics
of  ‘violent’ control;  yawning gulfs  of  wealth,  resources,  status  and influence continue  to
divide ‘city rich’ from ‘city poor’, the former often fiercely parasitical on the latter; multiple
varieties of urban cultural  life-worlds spread across the globe as well as jostling together
cheek-by-jowl in particular urban centres; and countless new challenges – technical, political,
ethical, environmental – rebound throughout the urban realm, demanding the inventiveness of
planners and politicians, activists and citizens, dreamers and doers, scholars and researchers.  

In  this  context,  the  need  for  high-quality  urban  studies  scholarship  and  grounded  urban
research is paramount and arguably growing, which is why we are convinced that the efforts
of the Urban Studies Foundation (USF) are timely, relevant and potentially highly significant.
The vision is that the USF really does not exist only to perpetuate itself, although it would be
wrong to say that it is uninterested in its own well-being and promotion. Nonetheless, as per
the USF mission statement included below, the objective is genuinely to deploy the USF’s
funding resources to the betterment of academic urban studies. From the most conceptual to
the most empirical,  we hence support innovative scholarly interventions that enhance and
refine urban studies learning and aid the development of wider-world impacts from urban
studies inquiries.

There  is  no  a  priori favouring  of  any  particular  approach  to  academic  urban  studies,
excepting a preference for work that retains a critical edge – not supporting the status quo of
the  current  global  urban  system  but  questioning  its  inequities  or  limitations  while  also
proposing amendments and alternatives.  There is  also no  a priori favouring of particular
disciplinary fields that tackle ‘the urban’. The USF is interested in contributions from the
more obvious fields in this  respect – the interdisciplinary field known as ‘urban studies’,
human geography, economics, political science, sociology and architecture – as well as from
fields with perhaps a less obvious track record of urban inquiry such as cultural studies, the
arts and humanities, anthropology, psychology, public health, computing studies, engineering,
and so on. Additionally, while the USF is principally concerned with the present and the
future, there is also an appreciation of what can be gained by addressing urban pasts, and
hence funding may also extend to work in urban history and even archaeology. The rich
diversity  of possibilities here can quickly be recognised by noting the diversity  of urban
research programmes associated with the Postdoctoral Research Fellows currently funded by
the USF (details of which can be found further on).

With this challenging and exciting context in mind, it is my pleasure to welcome readers to
this Handbook, the aim of which is to provide a comprehensive overview, and quite a lot of
detail too, pertaining to the mission, constitution, workings and investments of the USF. The
chief  readership  of  the  Handbook is  envisaged  to  be  new  USF  Board  Members  (or
‘Trustees’), and the hope is that the contents here will enable those trustees to swiftly ‘get up
to speed’ with the ethos and activities of the USF. There may be other readerships as well,
such as researchers, mentors and academic units thinking of applying for awards from the
USF, and maybe others interested in what the USF can contribute to the overall infrastructure
of funding, governance, advocacy and the like associated with research in the urban studies
domain. To all possible readers, then, welcome to the Handbook.
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What follows should be fairly self-explanatory – running through core issues to do with the
purposes and practices of the USF. I might also urge consulting this Handbook in conjunction
with our USF website (http://www.urbanstudiesfoundation.org/), as well as the publications
and web presence associated with our close companion, the Urban Studies Journal (USJ), the
prime source of the funding that the USF has available for its work in encouraging academic
urban studies scholarship and research. An explanation of the origins of the USF and also its
relationship to the USJ is included in the Handbook.

Finally, it remains for me here to acknowledge the enormous amount of labour originally
undertaken by Dr. Neil Gray to gather together the disparate elements now making up this
Handbook, and for his first-class work of collation, drafting and formatting. He has been ably
supported in this task by Ruth Harkin, technically the Editorial Assistant for USJ but actually
much more in terms of her superb administration and wider input to the workings of both the
USF and the USJ. Particular thanks are due as well for Handbook contributions from Ronan
Paddison and Tony O’Sullivan, and also, more indirectly from other Board Members for their
crucial work in the drafting of documents and framing of policies drawn upon here.  The
Chair would like to add a personal comment about how genuinely enjoyable it has been to
work alongside all of these Board Members over the past few years, and how much he is
looking forward to working with the new Board Members currently joining us.

Chris Philo
USF Trustee (Chair, 2014-2017)

Glasgow, 5th May, 2016

John McArthur, 1778 Plan of the City of Glasgow: Gorbells and Caltoun. Source: University of Glasgow.
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Mission Statement

The Urban Studies Foundation (USF) was established in 2008 as a charitable company and is
regulated by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR). The Foundation is run by a
board of eleven members (trustees). The objective of the charity’s wholly owned subsidiary
Urban  Studies  Journal  Limited  (USJ)  is  to  generate  income  by  publishing  an  academic
journal in the field of urban studies and to donate any profit to the charitable company to
meet its objectives. Using monies gifted from the USJ, the USF strives to support institutions
and  individuals  engaged  in  the  advancement  of  postgraduate  academic  research  and
education. Our principal objectives are:

(a) To advance academic research and education in the field of urban studies;
(b) To promote knowledge transfer, exchange and mobilisation in the field of urban studies.

We seek to achieve these aims by the provision of grants to individuals, groups, institutions or
research  projects,  primarily  to  fund  Senior  Research  Fellowships,  Postdoctoral  Research
Fellowships,  International  Fellowships,  PhD  Studentships  and  an  annual  Seminar  Series
competition. Such support is ongoing.

John  Bartholomew,  New  Plan  of  Glasgow,  for  the  Post  Office  Directory,  1901-02.  Source:  University  of
Glasgow.
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Brief History of the USF

The Urban Studies Foundation (USF) was established in 2008. The seeds for it were laid in
the previous decade, however, when in the 1990s the editors of the journal  Urban Studies
began to fund urban research within the University of Glasgow through seed corn grants. The
scheme was accompanied by a Visiting Fellowships programme which had been initiated
even earlier,  in the 1980s,  providing financial  support to urban scholars  world-wide who
sought  to  spend  a  sabbatical  collaborating  with  researchers  in  cognate  fields  within  the
University of Glasgow. Both schemes were successful in attracting leading urban scholars to
Glasgow  and  helping  to  foster  research  projects,  some  of  which  subsequently  attracted
additional  funding  by  research  councils,  as  well  as  generating  published  outputs.  This
precedent  demonstrated  that  added  value  could  be  created  through  judicious  funding  of
research,  a  key  lesson  and  catalyst  for  what  was  later  to  become  the  Urban  Studies
Foundation.

The Foundation has since evolved considerably – in effect becoming fully internationalised in
terms of its Trustee membership and its funding programme – so that by 2016 it may be
considered to have ‘come of age’. In its early years membership of the Foundation reflected
its origins in the University of Glasgow. The Trustees were drawn mainly from what were
then the Departments  of  Urban Studies  and Geography and Geomatics  – which  together
accounted  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Trustees.  They  were  complemented  by  three
Trustees drawn from outside both the university and Glasgow, a deliberate move reflecting
our intentions to support urban research beyond the University of Glasgow. An ‘external’
trustee, Nick Fyfe at the University of Dundee, was Chair of the Foundation before Chris
Philo. (The first Chair, David Frisby, of the London School of Economics, had moved from
Glasgow to that post following his convenorship of the journal’s Board of Management.) By
2015,  plans  to  internationalise  the  Trustee  membership  were  agreed,  accompanied  by
proposals that the number of Glasgow-based trustees also be significantly reduced.

These  constitutional  shifts  have  been  accompanied  by  the  extension  of  the  Foundation’s
funding projects  so that they have now become fully internationalised in their  reach and
recognition.  Initially,  in  the  first  five-year  strategy  (2008-2012),  all  of  the  Foundation’s
funded Senior Research Fellowships, Postdoctoral Fellowships and PhD Studentships were
located in  the University  of  Glasgow. The first  programme funding research outwith the
University of Glasgow was the Global South Fellowship which was initiated in 2011. The
aim of the programme was to fund promising early career urban researchers, working in a
global south university or research institute, giving them the opportunity to work with an
established scholar most likely working from a global north institution. In the second five-
year strategy (2013-17) the Foundation sought to ensure that, by the end of it, the funding
split  between ‘investments’ in  Glasgow and beyond Glasgow would be circa 50:50. This
would be achieved primarily through an extensive programme of Postdoctoral funding to
promising urban researchers globally, enabling support in a suitable research environment for
up to three years. In 2014 the Foundation also assumed responsibility (from the journal) for
funding an Annual Seminar series competition. 

Together,  these funding programmes have been pivotal  to the Foundation’s global vision,
underpinning  a  steady  transfer  of  financial  resources  allocated  to  urban  research  in  the
University of Glasgow to financing research investment on a significantly wider international
basis. However, as a mark of recognition of the special role that the University of Glasgow
has played in enabling the creation of the Foundation, the Trust has made a commitment to
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‘legacy funding’ of urban research in the university up to 2018 (and beyond) set at between
10% and 20% of annual planned investment spending.

Ronan Paddison

Managing Editor of  Urban Studies journal and former Board member of the Urban
Studies Foundation
 

The University of Glasgow, and environs.
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Brief History of the USJ

The Urban Studies journal (for which the USF is a parent) was founded in 1963 with the first
issue appearing in May, 1964. As Ronan Paddison notes in an editorial for the journal on its
50th anniversary  in  2013,  it  originated  with  the  creation  of  what  was  then  an  innovative
research department in the University of Glasgow – the Department of Social and Economic
Research. Since those early days, when it largely focused on urban and regional policy within
a UK context, the journal has now become a leading outlet for truly global inter-disciplinary
urban and regional research (a shift already occurring before the end of the 1960s), while also
undergoing significant  changes at  the level of constitution and governance.  Reflecting its
origins  as  a  research  centre  with  a  distinct  policy  orientation  –  and  the  geographically
narrower world in which much urban research was then conducted and often disseminated –
the initial  Editorial  Advisory Committee (sixteen individuals)  were all  from the UK with
more than a third of the non-editorial members from policy research or urban practitioner
worlds. By 2013, however, a then recently revised editorial committee structure comprised a
total of twenty-five individuals, the majority of whom were drawn from beyond the UK, with
none of them employed directly in a practitioner environment. These changes attest to the
way that urban research and debates within the journal have become increasingly globalised
on the one hand, and more critical in relation to urban policy on the other. 

In its constitution, the journal was formed as a limited company in January 2007. The current
structure of the Board is comprised of four Managing Editors (MEs), with each taking turns
as Editor in Chief (EiC) on an annual basis. In 2005, the four MEs were Ronan Paddison,
Andrew Cumbers, Ken Gibb and Jon Bannister. Ken Gibb stepped down in December 2012
and was replaced by Tony O’Sullivan in January 2013. Andrew Cumbers is the current EiC.
In addition there is one Reviews Editor (Lazaros Karaliotas); three North American Editors
(Andrejs Skaburskis, Yingling Fan, Jenny Schuetz, Alison Bain); a Chinese Editor (Shenjing
He) and a Global South Editor (Vanessa Watson). These are joined by one other editor (Chris
Leischman) and twenty-three Corresponding Editors. The USJ Editors are ably supported by
the journal administrators: Ruth Harkin, Julia Macbeth and Molly Farrell.

It should be underlined here that, while the USF is legally ‘the parent’ of the USJ – with USF
Trustees having oversight of USJ polices, procedure and overall well-being – in practice the
USF delegates all operational practice and strategic decision-making (as well as personnel
decisions) to the Managing Editors of the journal. A close relationship of trust and reciprocity
has hence been the hallmark of relations between the USF and the USJ, and the intention is
that this relationship should continue on this footing even given the substantial governance
changes to the USF completed in 2015 (an element of which was precisely to clarify and
disentangle certain aspects of the governance of both bodies). Whereas previously all four
Managing Directors of the USJ were Trustees of the USF, from 2016 only the Editor-in-Chief
occupied such a role. From 2017 they ceased to be a full Trustee but rather a non-voting
attendee  at  Board  meetings  reporting  on  and  discussing  journal  business  (as  well  as
presenting the annual USJ business plan).
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      Urban Studies, Volume 1, Number One, May 1964.
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USF Board of Trustees

The Board  of  Trustees  (the  latter  also  known as  ‘Board  Members’)  meets  biannually  to
consider grant applications, to approve grants made, to review the progress of grants and,
indeed, to debate and make decisions pertaining to all aspects of Foundation business. Much
of the detailed work on particular grant-awarding schemes is conducted by groups of Trustees
tasked with such work. Their actions and decisions are always reported in detail to the whole
Board,  at  Biannual  Meetings  or  virtually,  and  the  Board  remains  the  sovereign  body  in
approving (or not) all such actions and decisions. 

The USF makes awards (provides ‘grants’ or makes ‘investments’) based on a rigorously
competitive process whereby applicants for a particular scheme – Postdoctoral Fellowships,
Senior Research Fellowships, International Fellowships, PhD Studentships, Seminar Series,
etc. – submit formal applications, supported by relevant documentation, for detailed scrutiny
in the selection of  successful  applicants.  This process is  run by USF Trustees,  excepting
historically  in  the  case  of  University  of  Glasgow  appointments,  when  the  roles  and
responsibilities have been delegated to academic staff members in the relevant University of
Glasgow academic  units  (Urban Studies  and Geographical  and Earth  Studies).  In  future,
however, this delegation will not occur and future University of Glasgow appointments will
be managed by USF Trustees in exactly the same way as for the investments ‘external’ to the
University of Glasgow. Trustees closely monitor the performance of applicants to all of its
schemes through annual and final progress reports, to ensure that USF grants are being used
correctly and as effectively as possible, and feedback (and, if necessary, censure/withdrawal
of funding) is made to the relevant constituencies (eg. Fellows, Mentors, HEIs).

Board Members are a range of roles in the essential functioning of the USF, for example:
Chair,  Treasurer,  USJ  Journal  Representative,  and Convenors  of  appointment  panels  (for
different grant-awarding schemes ‘internal’ or ‘external’ to Glasgow). It is essential that all
Board Members are active in undertaking roles and tasks for the USF, in order that there is an
equitable division of labour and that the USF is able to meet its mission as effectively and
comprehensively  as  possible.  Board  Members  are  entirely  unpaid  for  their  USF  work,
including the Chair,  although expenses are reimbursed for travelling,  accommodation and
possibly other small costs incurred while undertaking USF business.

Professor Donald McNeill (current Chair)
Institute for Culture and Society
Western Sydney University
Locked Bag 1797
Penrith NSW 2751
Australia
(02) 9685 9669
d.mcneill@westernsydney.edu.au
http://www.uws.edu.au/ics/people/researchers/donald_mcneill

Donald  is  a  Professor  of  Urban and Cultural  Geography at  the  Institute  for  Culture  and
Society, Western Sydney University. He is the current Chair of the USF and has previously
held positions at the Urban Research Centre (Western Sydney University), King’s College
London, Southampton and Strathclyde. His research is located at the intersection of human
geography, economic sociology, spatial planning, and urban design and architecture, with a
particular interest in the political and cultural economy of globalisation and cities. He has
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published widely in human geography and urban studies, and his books include: The global
architect:  firms,  fame and urban form  (Routledge,  2008),  New Europe:  imagined spaces
(Arnold,  2004), and  Urban change and the European left:  tales from the New Barcelona
(Routledge, 1999). He was a Visiting Scholar at the Graduate School of Architecture and
Planning, Columbia University in 2010 and Special Professor at the School of Geography,
University  of  Nottingham from 2011 to  13.  He is  a  recipient  of  an Australian  Research
Council Future Fellowship in the field of ‘Governing digital cities’, running from 2012 to
2016.

Professor Jie Chen
Shanghai University of Finance and Economics
Phoenix Building 503
Guoding Road 777
Shanghai 200433
China
0086 21 65908835
Chen.jie@mail.shufe.edu.cn
http://mpa.shufe.edu.cn/en/show.aspx?info_lb=32&flag=5&info_id=176

Jie is a Professor and Deputy Director of the Institute of Real Estate Research, School of
Public  Economics  and  Administration,  Shanghai  University  of  Finance  and  Economics
(SHUFE).  His  research  interest  include:  regional,  urban  and  housing-related  economics
issues: spatial hedonic analysis of housing prices; urban and housing policy; housing finance
and asset price modelling,  and his publications have appeared in the  Journal of Housing
Economics,  Journal  of  Economic  Survey,  Urban  Studies,  Housing  Studies,  Annals  of
Regional Science,  Habitat International and other international peer-reviewed journals. He
has received several national-level research grants and has published voluminous articles in
influential Chinese media sources. He is a member of Academic Committee of SHUFE, and
established and chaired the Fudan Center for Housing Policy Studies (CHPS) between 2009
and 2013. He is active in Chinese housing policy debates, serves as policy advisor for China’s
central  and  local  governments,  and  has  worked  as  consultant  for  many  international
organisations including the World Bank and Asia Development Bank.

Dr Pow Choon-Piew
Associate Professor
Department of Geography
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
National University of Singapore
1 Arts Link, Kent Ridge
Singapore 117570
SINGAPORE
(65) 6516-3854
geopowcp@nus.edu.cg
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/geopowcp/stf_geopowcp.htm

Pow is an Associate Professor at the Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences,  National University of Singapore.  He obtained his PhD from the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA). His research interests include: critical geographies of the
urban  built  environment  and  urban  landscape;  urban  environmentalism  and  the  nexus
between urban culture, nature, and power; globalisation and urban cultural politics in Asia;
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and,  geographical  moral  theories  of  urban  spaces  and  urban  life.  His  research  on  the
privatisation  of  Asian  cities  and  gated  communities  was  brought  together  in  Gated
Communities in China: Class, Privilege and the Moral Politics of the Good Life (London:
Routledge, 2009). He is an editorial Board member for the  Singapore Journal of Tropical
Geography  and  the British  Journal  of  Interdisciplinary  Studies.  He is  a  member  of  the
Singapore Housing Development Board (HDB) Research Advisory Panel and the Singapore
Geography  Syllabus  Development  Committee,  and  a  Ministry  of  Education  External
Examiner for SIM University, School of Arts and Social Sciences.

Professor John Flint
Head of Department
Department of Urban Studies and Planning
University of Sheffield
D26a, Western Bank
Sheffield, UK
S10 2TN
+ 44 (0)114 222 6902
John.flint@sheffield.ac.uk
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/usp/staff/johnflint

John  is  a  Professor  and  Head  of  Department  at  the  Department  of  Urban  Studies  and
Planning, University of Sheffield. He is the Co-Executive Managing Editor of the Housing
Studies  journal.  His research focuses on urban governance,  citizenship and social  justice,
addressing crime and anti-social behaviour policy; specialist interventions within vulnerable
households; housing in relation to neighbourhood policy and evaluation; and social cohesion
–  particularly  relating  to  ethnic  and  religious  identity,  social  class  and  culture.  He  was
awarded an MA in Politics from the University of Glasgow in 1994 and lectured part-time in
HM Prison Saughton, Edinburgh while working towards an MPhil in Urban Policy in 1998.
In 2002, he was appointed as a full-time Research Fellow in the Department of Urban Studies
and then appointed Lecturer in Housing Studies in 2004. In 2005, he took up a post as Senior
Research Fellow in the Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research Sheffield Hallam
University. He became a Principal Research Fellow in 2006, Professor of Housing and Urban
Governance  in  2007,  and  Professor  of  Town and Regional  Planning  in  2011.  He was  a
member of the REF2014 sub-panel 16 and was formerly a member of the Housing Studies
Association Executive Committee.

Professor Kenneth Gibb
Urban Studies
School of Social and Political Sciences
University of Glasgow
25 Bute Gardens
Glasgow, UK
G12 8RS
+ 44 (0)141 330 6891
Ken.Gibb@glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/staff/kennethgibb/

Ken is a Professor at the School of Social and Political Sciences in the subject area of Urban
Studies, University of Glasgow, and is the former Managing Editor of the USJ. His general
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research interests focus on the economic, financial and policy dimensions of housing. His
current interests are on the financing and economics of social and affordable housing and the
application of behavioural economics to housing. He has carried out research for government
departments,  ESRC,  Joseph  Rowntree  Foundation,  trade  bodies,  the  private  sector  and
international organisations such as the OECD. He has been a full time member of staff at the
University of Glasgow in various guises since 1989 and was Head of the Department of
Urban Studies from 2005 to 2010 and associate dean of the Faculty of Law, Business and
Social  Sciences  in  2009-10. He sits  on four editorial  advisory boards and was a visiting
professor to the University of Amsterdam in 2011. He is Director of Policy Scotland, the
University hub for policy research and knowledge exchange, and co-director of What Works
Scotland co-funded by ESRC and Scottish Government. He has recently acted as advisor to
the  Scottish  Parliament’s  Infrastructure  and  Capital  Investment  Committee  and  has  also
worked  for  the  Scottish  Parliament’s  Welfare  Reform Committee.  After  a  period  on  the
national  board  of  Sanctuary  Housing  Association,  Ken  sits  currently  on  the  board  of
Sanctuary Scotland Housing Association.

Dr Deljana Iossifova
University of Manchester
School of Environment, Education and Development
Humanities Bridgeford Street
Room 1.6
Manchester
M139PL
deljana.iossifova@manchester.ac.uk
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/deljana.iossifova.html

Dr Deljana Iossifova is a lecturer in Urban Studies at  the University of Manchester.  She
contributes  to  the  research-based  atelier  ‘Complexity,  Planning  and  Urbanism’  at  the
Manchester School of Architecture. Collaborations include joint teaching and research with
‘Emergent  Technologies  and Design’ at  the  Architectural  Association.  Before  joining  the
University of Manchester, Iossifova was a research fellow on the international collaborative
project  ‘Scarcity  and  Creativity  in  the  Built  Environment’ (SCIBE)  at  the  University  of
Westminster. She was an Our Common Future Fellow (Volkswagen Foundation) and PhD
Fellow  on  the  Sustainable  Urban  Futures  programme  at  the  United  Nations  University,
Institute of Advanced Studies (now the Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability).
She has many years of experience as a practicing architect, and has led a number of award-
winning master  planning and architectural  projects.  Her  current  research  examines  urban
transformations, with a particular focus on East Asia. Her co-edited book project,  Defining
the Urban, seeks to define the term ‘urban’ in different academic disciplines and professional
fields. Other projects include the ‘ESRC Strategic Network on Data and Cities as Complex
Adaptive Systems’ with partners in the UK, China, Brazil and Japan; the visual ethnography
of ‘Harmonica Alley, Yokohama’; ‘Sanitation and Differentiation in Urban China’; and work
on ‘Bulgaria’s Abandoned Elderly: Ageing alone in shrinking villages and cities’.
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Dr Loraine Kennedy
Centre d’études de l’Inde et de l’Asie du Sud (CEIAS)
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS)
54 Boulevard Raspail
75006 Paris
France
kennedy@ehess.fr
http://ceias.ehess.fr/index.php?3636

Dr  Loraine  Kennedy is  a  CNRS Senior  Research  Fellow at  the  Centre  for  South  Asian
Studies (CEIAS) at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) in Paris. Her
research focuses  on contemporary India and engages  with  three main  areas:  state  spatial
rescaling, the politics of urban development and metropolitan governance. Her work on urban
India has increasingly been comparative (Brazil, China, Peru, South Africa), most notably in
the FP7 project “Chance2Sustain”. Recent publications include a monograph The Politics of
Economic  Restructuring  in  India:  economic  governance  and  state  spatial  rescaling
(Routledge 2014), a special issue “State Restructuring and Emerging Patterns of Subnational
Policy-Making and Governance in China and India” in Environment and Planning C: Politics
and Space (2017), and a co-authored article on “The role of governance networks in building
metropolitan  scale”  in  Territory,  Politics,  Governance (2018).  She  recently  served  as  a
member  of  the  steering  and hiring  committee  of  the  French Scientific  Research  Council
(CNRS) for the section covering urban studies, architecture and human geography (2012-16).
In 2015 she was invited to take part  in the CNRS Task Force on Urban Research,  a 19-
member committee whose mission is  to  reflect  on current  trends  and identify a strategic
direction for future urban research.

Dr Evert J. Meijers
The Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment
TU Delft
Julianalaan 134
2628 BL Delft
The Netherlands
+31 15 27 87892
E.J.Meijers@tudelft.nl
http://staff.tudelft.nl/en/E.J.Meijers/

Evert is a Professor at the Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, TU Delft. He
studies  urban  and  regional  development  from a  multidisciplinary  perspective,  combining
insights from urban planning, economic and urban geography, environmental studies, cultural
geography, regional science, and policy sciences. He is committed to public dissemination in
order to make cities and regions better places to live and work, actively seeking co-operation
with  communities,  governments,  and  industry  and  other  scholars.  He  gained  his  PhD in
Urban and Regional Studies from Delft University of Technology in 2007. He started his
academic career as a junior researcher at the Spatial Planning department of the Radboud
University Nijmegen in 1999. In 2000, he moved to Delft University of Technology to work
for OTB Research Institute for the Built Environment. In 2008, he was a visiting researcher at
ORKESTRA (the Basque Institute  of Competitiveness) in  San Sebastian,  Spain,  which is
linked to Deusto University. In 2010, he was a visiting scholar at the department of City and
Regional Planning at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY (USA). From 2011 to 2012 he was
seconded  to  the  European  Metropolitan  network  Institute  where  he  held  the  post  of
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Programme  Manager.  In  2013  he  was  seconded  to  University  College  Roosevelt  in
Middelburg (part of Utrecht University) where he lectured in Geography. In 2015 he was
awarded the VIDI grant by the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO).

Professor John B. Parr
Bartlett School of Planning
University College London
London WC1E 6BT
United Kingdom
+44 (0) 203 108 9542
John.Parr@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/staff/?action=person&id=4cdceae08196

John  is  Emeritus  Professor  at  the  University  of  Glasgow  and  Honorary  Professor  at
University College London. His studies were at the University of London and the University
of Washington. He taught at the University of Pennsylvania and the University of Glasgow,
and has held visiting positions at universities in Australia, Israel, New Zealand and the US.
Past and current research has been in the area of urban and regional analysis, and published
work includes two co-authored volumes, two co-edited volumes, as well as numerous journal
papers. Consultancies have been undertaken for the European Union, the World Bank, and
the United Nations. He belongs to the following learned societies: Royal Economic Society;
the Academy of Social Sciences (Fellow, 2001); Regional Science Association International
(Fellow, 2006); Regional Studies Association (Fellow, 2015).  

Professor Chris Philo 
School of Geographical and Earth Sciences
University of Glasgow
R522A, Level 5, 
East Quadrangle, Main Building
Glasgow, UK
G12 8QQ
01413304787
Christopher.Philo@glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/ges/staff/christopherphilo/

Chris  is  a  Professor  at  the  School  of  Geographical  and  Earth  Sciences,  University  of
Glasgow. He an editor of Progress in Human Geography and his ongoing research interests
concern the historical, cultural and rural/urban geographies of mental ill-health, supplemented
by  scholarship  in  the  following  fields:  social  geographies  of  ‘outsiders’;  children’s
geographies;  new  animal  geographies;  historical  and  contemporary  figurations  of  public
space;  geographies  of  ‘new  spiritual  practices’;  Foucauldian  studies;  the  history,
historiography and theoretical development of geography. He gained a PhD in Geography
from the University of Cambridge in 1989 and his first lecturing post was in the Department
of  Geography  at  the  University  of  Wales,  Lampeter,  starting  in  January  1989.  He  was
appointed to a Chair in Geography at the University of Glasgow in 1995, and has researched
and  taught  there  ever  since.  From  2002  to  2005,  he  was  Head  of  the  Department  (of
Geography and Geomatics) and from 2008 through to 2013 he was Geography Examinations
Officer.  He has served as an Assessor on the national UK research assessment exercises,
RAE2008 and REF2014, and was Chair of the annual RGS-IBG Conference in 2012.
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Dr Hyun Bang Shin
Associate Professor of Geography and Urban Studies
Department of Geography and Environment
London School of Economics and Political Science
Houghton Street
London, UK
WC2A 2AE
+44 (0)20 7955 6383
h.b.shin@lse.ac.uk
http://www.lse.ac.uk/geographyAndEnvironment/whosWho/profiles/hbshin@lseacuk.aspx

Hyun  is  an  Associate  Professor  of  Geography  and  Urban  Studies  at  the  Department  of
Geography and Environment, London School of Economics and Political Science, where he
completed  his  PhD  in  2006.  His  research  includes  the  critical  analysis  of  the  political
economic dynamics of urban development, with particular attention to Asian cities. He has
written widely on speculative urbanisation; housing, homeownership and social change; the
politics of redevelopment, gentrification and displacement; and cities of spectacle and mega-
events.  He is  a senior  editor of  CITY journal,  sits  on the international advisory board of
Antipode, and on the editorial board of the journals  China City Planning Review, and City,
Culture and Society.  He is  an organiser of the Urban Salon,  an interdisciplinary London-
based seminar series and launched and edits the Field Research Method Lab blog which aims
to bring together both established and early career researchers in order to share their hands-on
fieldwork experiences.

Tent camp, Bucharest, during the first snow of the year, October 2014. Copyleft, Michele Lancione.
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‘House for all, without discrimination based on ethnicity’, January 2015. Copyleft, Michele Lancione.

Director of Operations 

The Director of Operations (DoO) post is a recently created (2016) non-executive, part-time
appointment (fixed-term in the first instance), combining broader strategic and more routine
administrative work in roughly equal proportions. The DoO’s remit involves outreach and
profile-building, through  strategic  interventions  designed  to  promote  the  USF  and  its
activities to wider audiences – through the website and conferences for instance – but also
more routine administrative work such as monitoring, record-keeping, trouble-shooting and
being the first port of call for academic researchers funded by the USF across the globe. The
role  also  involves  understanding  and  working  with  USF  finances  and  investments,  and
making  related  evaluations  and  recommendations  for  the  consideration  of  the  Chair  and
Board. The DoO works closely with the Chair of USF, the Board of Trustees of the USF (its
‘Members’), the USJ Editorial Assistant and relevant others (such as the lawyers, accountants
and investment advisors under contract with the USF).

Joe Shaw was appointed to the new DoO post in January 2018. While his work with USF
primarily  involves  administration  and  profile-building  (see  above),  he  retains  an  active
research profile as an early career scholar. He is currently completing a PhD at the University
of Oxford, on the use of data analytics platforms in real estate investment, and his recent
publications include ‘An informational right to the city?’ in the journal Antipode (2017), and
two short edited collections with Professor Mark Graham, Our Digital Rights to the City, and
Towards a Fairer Gig Economy (2017). Email: joe.shaw@glasgow.ac.uk

USF Administrative support

Ruth Harkin has long performed an administrative role with input into the workings of the
USF alongside her role as editorial assistant for the USJ. She provides invaluable support to
Joe  Shaw  in  developing  and  establishing  the  long-term  role  of  the  newly  formed  DoO
position and will  continue to attend Board meetings as the minute-taker and maintain an
advisory role pertaining to certain issues relating to USF finances and procedures.
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Financial, Investment and Legal Advisors

Mark Ewing is a partner with TC Young. He is accredited by the Law Society of Scotland as
a specialist in charity law and is especially experienced in providing advice on charity law,
governance and regulation for large and complex charities and charity led group structures.

Marion Hopper is an audit and not-for-profit partner in Hardie Caldwell. She specialises in
day-to-day accounting and regulatory and compliance matters. She is well versed in Charity
accounting rules and regulations, and uses this knowledge to support charitable and not-for-
profit organisations. 

Stephen Quaile  is  an  investment  management  partner  in  Smith & Williamson (SQ).  He
manages funds and advises on all aspects of investment for clients, including: youth, local,
health, education and arts charities as well as a broad spectrum of private investors. He is a
Trustee of several charities.

Governance Procedures 

The USF is a charitable company limited by guarantee, incorporated on 3 March 2008, and
registered  as  a  charity  on  9  September  2008.  The  company  was  established  under  a
Memorandum of  Association,  which established the objects  and powers  of the charitable
company, and is governed under its  Articles of Association. In the event of the company
being wound up members  are  required  to  contribute  an  amount  not  exceeding £1.  As  a
charitable ‘company’ the USF Board has a responsibility to report annually to the Office of
the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), the charities commission, and to ensure that all of its
funds are used for our ‘charitable’ purposes – furthering academic urban studies – or for
absolutely essential support of those purposes (as in the case of the DoO salary).  

While there is clearly a very close relationship of mutual trust and reciprocity between the
USF  and  the  USF,  it  must  be  stressed  here  that  there  is  a  clear  organisational  and
constitutional separation between the two entities. The USJ is, of course, a successful and
profitable business concern while the USF is a charitable concern with a quite distinct set of
practices that are beholden to the criteria of charitable companies regulated by the OSCR.
Thus, while the Managing Directors of the USJ elect to ‘gift’ substantial sums of money to
the  USF,  the  USF  cannot  ‘gift’ funds  back  down  to  the  USJ,  since  that  would  mean
converting funds intended for charitable purposes into ones used by a business enterprise.

In 2015, new arrangements were put in place regarding the election/appointment of Trustees
(Board Members) and the Chair, including issues to do with eligibility, terms of office, roles
and responsibilities, so that the USF would be fully ‘fit for purpose’ relative to its charitable
mission and ambitions. It was decided that the Chair would always be promoted from within
the Board to help promote continuity, and that there would henceforth be a minimum number
of  four  and  a  maximum number  of  eleven  Trustees,  including,  if  suitable,  appointments
beyond academia relating to ‘civil society engagement’. New Trustees would be appointed by
existing Trustees through an election process based on an open competition basis, although
there remains provision to nominate and invite individuals to apply (should it be decided by
the  Trustees  that  there  was  warrant  for  enacting  such  a  provision).  Appointments  would
normally run for four years, renewable only once by mutual consent. In order more clearly to
separate the operations of the USJ and the USF, Managing Editor representation of the USJ
on the USF Board at any given time was initially restricted to the incumbent of the position
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of the USJ Editor-in-Chief (EiC). From 2017 they ceased to be a full Trustee but rather a non-
voting attendee at Board meetings reporting on and discussing journal business (see above).
The USF constitution was also amended to ensure that non-GU based Trustee numbers must
always be greater than the number of GU based Trustees, and that provision should be made
for an early career scholar Trustee position. 

Such an election process ran in 2015, reflecting the changed governance arrangements noted
above, leading to a substantial turn-over in Trustees which amounted to an over 50% change
in Board membership, including now a rather larger proportion of non-GU Trustees leading
to a significant internationalisation of the USF Board. The Board has two meetings per year,
with standing items at each, plus time for discussion of any relevant ad hoc items. The annual
accounts are the primary focus of the May meeting, and the USJ performance the primary
focus  in  December,  with  the  USJ  Editor-in-Chief  (EiC)  reporting  back  on  this  matter.
Additionally, investment strategy is discussed at both meetings.

Summary of Current Research Investments

The  USF,  as  noted  in  our  mission  statement,  seeks  to  advance  academic  research  and
education in the field of urban studies and to promote knowledge transfer,  exchange and
mobilisation  in  the  field  of  urban  studies.  We  do  this  primarily  through  the  funding  of
Postdoctoral Research Fellowships (every other year), International Fellowships (annual), a
Seminar Series competition (every other year), PhD Studentships (legacy) and two  Senior
Research Fellowships (legacy).

Postdoctoral Research Fellowships allow early-career candidates to undertake up to 3 years
of  dedicated  urban  studies  research  following  a  programme  of  research  designed  and
executed by the Fellow at any eligible institution of higher education across the globe. The
flagship grant-awarding scheme of the USF is aimed at scholars beyond the University of
Glasgow (here they are termed ‘external’ grants): there have been three rounds of this scheme
so far, creating two cohorts, each containing four high-quality early career urban researchers,
commencing first  in 2014, second in 2016, and third in 2018. A number of Postdoctoral
Research  Fellowships  have  also  been  held  by  scholars  appointed  to  the  University  of
Glasgow (here they are termed ‘internal’ grants).

International Fellowships are granted to urban scholars for research on any theme pertinent
to a better understanding of urban realities in the global south for a period ranging between 3-
9  months.  The Fellowship  covers  the  costs  of  a  sabbatical  period  at  a  university  of  the
candidate’s choice in the global north for the purpose of writing up the candidate’s existing
research findings in the form of publishable articles or a book under the guidance of a chosen
mentor in their field of study. Such awards are ‘external’ to the University of Glasgow.

The Seminar Series Competition supports the generation of international research in all areas
of urban analysis. In the 2016 competition, the USF funded three seminar series, in each case
up to a maximum of £20,000. All proposals are required to be international in breadth, and
should relate broadly to the scope of inter-disciplinary urban research in the  Urban Studies
journal. Such awards are ‘external’ to the University of Glasgow.

Senior Research Fellowships allow senior  researchers with a sustained track record and
significant  portfolio  of  research  to  undertake  up  to  5  years  of  dedicated  urban  studies,
providing  opportunities  for  the  development  of  international  excellence  and  research
leadership in urban research. To date, Senior Research Fellowships have only been held by
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scholars appointed to the University of Glasgow (they are ‘internal’ grants), and will not be
continued after the final fellows complete their awards.

In addition, a small number of  Postdoctoral Studentships and also  Masters  Studentships
have been awarded to the units of Human Geography (in Geographical and Earth Studies)
and Urban Studies, University of Glasgow (they are ‘internal’ awards).

Senior Research Fellows 

Dr Kye Askins (8 September 2014 – 7 September 2019)

Kye is a Reader and Lecturer at the School of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of
Glasgow. She is a critical  human geographer with research interests  focusing on identity,
citizenship, emotions and everyday geographies of agency and resistance. She works from
postcolonial and participatory paradigms, with a central aim of actively engaged research that
both  theoretically  and  methodologically  challenges  dominant  discourses  and  foregrounds
participants as co-producers of knowledge. She is deeply committed to matters of social and
environmental  justice,  and  to  policy  engagement  and  research  that  is  transformative  for
participants, communities, students and a range of ‘publics’.

Kye.Askins@glasgow.ac.uk 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/ges/staff/kyeaskins/ 

Dr Ross Beveridge (1 March 2016 – 28 Feb 2021)

Ross  joined  Urban  Studies  at  the  University  of  Glasgow  from the  Leibniz  Institute  for
Research on Society and Space (IRS) in Germany. His research has focused on the urban
politics  of  environment,  climate  and  infrastructure.  More  specifically,  recent  work  has
addressed debates on: the depoliticisation ‘crisis’ of urban politics; the democratic potential
of  reorganising  public  goods  in  German  cities;  ‘right  to  the  city’  debates  and  urban
infrastructural politics; globalisation, privatisation and urban development in Berlin (since the
1990s);  and  urban  sustainability  and  climate  politics  in  Europe.  His  current  work  also
explores more broadly the notion of a decline in democratic (urban) politics, with plans to
conduct  comparative  research  on European cities.  Other  current  interests  include  climate
politics and justice in de-industrialising cities and concepts and practices of the ‘public’ in
urban contexts. 

Ross.Beveridge@glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/staff/rossbeveridge/ 

‘External’ Postdoctoral Fellows

Dr Katie Higgins 

‘Little capital: the life of wealth elites in the everyday metropolis’ (28 May 2018 – 28 May
2021)

Katie is a human geographer and urban ethnographer, engaging with elite studies, wealth and
urban inequality. Her current project is interested in the impact of the ‘super rich’ on second-
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tier cities, examining: how wealth elites are (re)shaping the urban beyond global cities; the
gendered reproduction of wealth; and the utility of concepts of class spatialization and spatial
retreat, or alternately co-presence and engagement, among the profoundly wealthy in the city
of Manchester. In doing so, she intends to advance innovative methodological approaches to
the  study  of  wealth  elites.  This  project  builds  on  her  doctoral  research,  which  explored
privileged  actors’ navigation  of  a  postcolonial  city  and  themes  of  class,  difference  and
inequality.

k.w.higgins@keele.ac.uk | https://www.keele.ac.uk/gge/people/katiehiggins/

Dr Sage Ponder

‘Water and Power: urban political  ecologies of finanacial  crisis  and the politics of a  just
transition’ (1 June 2018 – 1 June 2021)

Sage Ponder is a Research Fellow affiliated with the University of Minnesota department of
Geography, Environment & Society. Her research is concerned with understanding how urban
governance unevenly incorporates the mandates of sustainability and austerity urbanism, and
highlighting  the  implications  for  environmental  justice  in  the  context  of  socio-ecological
transition.  Her  doctoral  work,  The  Life  and  Debt  of  Great  American  Cities:  Urban
Reproduction in the Time of Financialization, used the lens of financialized racial capitalism
to  examine the  politics  of  urban water  system renewal  in  Jackson,  MS under  post-crisis
austerity,  along  with  the  historical  treatment  of  the  largest  Black-majority  cities  in  the
American municipal bond market over the years 1970-2014. Her research program builds on
her  interest  in  the racialization of  financial  crisis  by comparatively investigating the  two
largest municipal bond market bankruptcies in US history: Puerto Rico and Detroit. Here she
is considering both the making and the lived experience of public utility privatization under
austerity,  in  order  to  understand  how  economic  recovery  policies  reinscribe  racialized
conditions of environmental crisis onto urban futures. Alongside this, she is also looking into
the  ways  these  conditions  are  being  resisted  or  contested,  and  with  what  scope  for
emancipatory change.

caroline.ponder@geog.ubc.ca | https://ubc.academia.edu/SagePonder

Dr Stephanie Wakefield 

‘Miami Forever: urbanism in the back loop’ (1 July 2018 – 1 July 2021)

Stephanie Wakefield is an urban geographer whose work explores the diverse practices and
technologies of urbanism being developed today globally, both as technical phenomenon and
catalysts of new kinds of life in the Anthropocene. She is currently completing a book for
Open Humanities  Press  titled  Into  the  Back Loop:  Experimentation  in  Unsafe  Operating
Space, and a second project titled ‘Miami Forever: Urbanism in the Back Loop,’ investigating
experimental practices for living with water in Miami, Florida, and the emergence of a new
paradigm of ‘back loop urbanism.’

@stephwakefield_ | https://stephaniewakefield.com
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Dr Katie Wells 

‘Urban Development in the Age of Uber: contingent labor, model policies, and a deteriorating
public transit system’ (1 May 2018 – 1 May 2021)

Dr. Katie Wells is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Georgetown University’s Kalmanovitz Initiative
for Labor and the Working Poor. She is a geographer whose current work focuses on the
nature of contingent labor in cities, the practices of smart city governance, and the future of
urban infrastructure. In a case study about the emergence of Uber’s chauffeur services in
Washington,  D.C,  she  is  documenting  the  social  and  economic  effects  of  these  new on-
demand services on workers, on policymakers, and on public transit systems in one city over
an  extended  period.  This  research  examines  the  tensions  between  the  promises  of
technological  innovations  on  the  one  hand  and  the  responsibility,  on  the  other  hand,  to
develop urban infrastructure that supports social wellbeing.

wells@gwu.edu | https://gwu.academia.edu/KatieWells

Dr Martín Arboleda 

‘Technology, resource extraction and the complete urbanisation of nature’ (4 Jan 2016 – 3 Jan
2019) 

Martín Arboleda is a political geographer, engaging with critical political economy, urban
political  ecology,  and  science  and  technology  studies.  His  work  interrogates  global
restructurings of production and processes of urbanisation, especially in the context of Latin
America’s most recent commodity boom. As a member of the Harvard Urban Theory Lab
(UTL),  recent  research  focuses  on  the  relation  between  technological  change  and  the
urbanisation of the country in geographies of mining and forestry in Chile. He is particularly
interested in exploring the ways by which this leap forward in the sociotechnical basis of
capitalist production is reconfiguring the process of metabolic urbanisation, not only with
respect to natural resources, infrastructural systems, nonhuman life, and other forms of extra-
human nature, but also in terms of the shifting modes of existence of the planetary collective
laborer. 

marboleda@gsd.harvard.edu
http://www.urbantheorylab.net/people/martin-arboleda/ 
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Iron ore smelting facility in Huasco, Northern Chile. © Martín Arboleda.

Dr Sanjeev Routray 

‘The plumbers  of  Delhi:  Migration,  plebeian  sociality  and citizenship  in  an  occupational
community’ (1 May 2016 – 30 April 2019)

Sanjeev’s main areas of research include critical urban studies, sociology of development and
social/political theory. His  work attempts to understand the historical trajectory of the lived
realities  of  poor  migrants  in  Delhi,  particularly  since  the  1990s.  He  explores  the  city’s
changing topography vis-à-vis land use patterns, investment options, housing for the poor,
and various complex mechanisms that  shape Delhi’s  social  and economic geography.  He
seeks to understand how the increasing economic disenfranchisement of the poor in rural
areas has triggered migration into Delhi and how the transformations in urban Delhi as a
result of industrial closures and eviction have a direct bearing on the attendant politics of
patronage networks, the state and legal mechanisms. In doing so, he attempts to clarify how
negotiation  mechanisms  involving  a  multitude  of  agencies  affect  the  strategic  practices
employed by the poor migrants in coping with institutional power structures.

sanjeev.routray@alumni.ubc.ca
http://soci.ubc.ca/persons/sanjeev-routray/

Dr Cristina Temenos 

‘Mobilising austerity: The urban politics of public health after the global financial crisis’ (31
May 2016 – 30 May 2019)

Christina’s work focuses on policy mobilities, urban social movements, and the politics and
practices of public health and drug policies, engaging with these interests through a focus on
the geographies of harm reduction drug policy in cities in Europe, North America, and the
Caribbean.  She  is  interested  in  the  ways  that  social  movements  produce  and  mobilise
knowledge about health, human rights, and social justice to advocate for policy change in
cities,  and  the  ways  that  policy  mobilities  remake  urban  spaces  and  contribute  to
reconceptualising contemporary urbanism. As a contributing member of the Imagining Urban
Futures  research  collective,  she  also  has  an  ongoing  research  interest  in  the  discursive
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construction  of  urban  sustainability  and  its  intersections  with  various  forms  of
environmentalism and urban social policy. 

c.temenos@neu.edu 
http://www.sfu.ca/~ctemenos/ 

‘Internal’ Postdoctoral Fellows 

Dr Pablo Arboleda 

‘Utility After Abandonment: the modern urban ruin as cultural asset and public space’ (1
April 2018 – 31 March 2021) 

Pablo’s educational history spanning Architecture, Heritage, and Urban Studies has shaped an
interdisciplinary  approach  to  the  study  of  modern  urban  ruins  in  a  European  context,
affording him growing profile in cognate fields such as Cultural Geography, Contemporary
Archaeology, and Visual Arts. His current research investigates what happens when derelict
sites undergo diverse kinds of transformation into new cultural assets, and how utility during
transition is actually of general significance in urban change. Through a series of situated
inquiries  in  four  different  cities  (Glasgow,  Madrid,  Berlin,  Athens),  Pablo  studies  the
multivariate  roles  of  socially  engaged  activists,  culture‐brokers,  and  local  institutional
stakeholders in a complex urban process where architectures of abandonment acquire new
social meaning and value. Within the contemporary European experience of crisis, identity
and cohesion, this project examines the possibility to reoccupy modern ruins creatively and
collaboratively, as public spaces to rebuild communities, alliances and solidarities.

Dr Anna Gawlewicz

‘Living  together  in  the  context  of  Brexit:  Migrant-‘host’ encounters  in  the  East  End  of
Glasgow’ (1 March 2017 – 29 December 2019) 

Anna is an interdisciplinary researcher and works across urban studies, human geography and
sociology.  She  specialises  in  migration and social  diversity,  and is  interested in  relations
between migrant and ‘host’ populations, and their experiences of difference in urban contexts.
In her current project, she explores how Polish migrants and the long-settled population ‘live
together’ in the East End of Glasgow, Scotland in the context of Brexit.  Specifically, she
looks at  everyday interactions,  relationships,  solidarities and concerns in this  increasingly
diverse  and  rapidly  changing  urban  area.  She  also  investigates  sense  of  security  and
belonging and how they are  shaped by Brexit.  In  doing so,  she  intends  to  contribute  to
debates on migration-driven diversity in UK cities and emerging conversations on the impact
of Brexit on urban communities. Anna is a qualitative researcher and her work engages with
reflexive and intersectional methodologies.

Anna.Gawlewicz@glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/staff/annagawlewicz/
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Dr Amparo Tarazone Vento 

‘Restructuring  of  urban  and  regional  governance  and  the  contested  politics  of  urban
regeneration and city-making’ (13 January 2016 – 12 January 2019) 

Amparo’s background is in architecture and urbanism. Her primary research focus is in the
areas  of governance,  urban policy and politics.  Specifically,  her  research investigates  the
restructuring  of  urban  and  regional  governance  and  the  contested  politics  of  urban
regeneration and city-making, linking economic geography concerns of neoliberalism and the
political  economy of  urbanisation  to  architecture  and  globalisation.  Her  current  research
involves: a comparative study of the politics of regeneration and the role of architects and
architecture in urban policy and politics across different Southern European cities (Valencia,
Lisbon and Rome); the extent to which megaprojects of iconic architecture (and the symbolic
representation  linked  to  them)  contribute  to  generating  consensus  around  entrepreneurial
urban policies but also to challenging them; and, the role of ‘starchitects’ in the place-making
rural economic development strategies of the La Rioja and Ribera del Duero wine regions. 

Amparo.TarazonaVento@glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/staff/amparotarazonavento/

International Fellows

Dr Jie Chen

‘Governing Suburban New Towns in China: Challenges and Innovations’ (1 January 2018 –
31 August 2018)

Jie  lectures  in  urban  studies  at  School  of  Social  Development  and Public  Policy,  Fudan
University,  Shanghai and will  spend eight  months visiting the Department of Geography,
University College London (UCL) under the mentorship of Professor Jennifer Robinson. Her
research  interests  focus  on  China’s  urban  and  regional  development,  especially
suburbanization and suburban development, migration, urbanization and housing studies. In
particular it examines the complexity of “state agency” in shaping suburban development,
including its reconfiguration via coalition building with different states as well as non-state
actors, through a detailed case study of Lingang New Town in Shanghai.

shenj@fudan.edu.cn

Dr Aiden Mosselson

‘Vernacular Regeneration: Low-income Housing, Private Security and Urban Transition in
Inner-city Johannesburg’ (1 November 2017 – 30 June 2018)

Aiden is based at the University of Johannesburg and Gauten City-Region Observatory, South
Africa and will spend nine months visiting LSE Cities, London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE) under the mentorship of Professor Suzanne Hall. His research focuses
on regeneration in inner-city Johannesburg, South Africa. It examines the work being done,
primarily by the private sector, to regenerate once-decayed, crime-ridden neighbourhoods and
provide housing for low-income communities. It explores the relationship between the local
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state  and  the  private  sector,  the  effects  of  market-based  solutions  on  public  space,  the
accessibility  of  housing  in  low-income  neighbourhoods,  policing  practices  in  volatile
neighbourhoods, as well as the dynamics of racial transition and emerging forms of belonging
in previously racially exclusive areas.

aidan.mosselson.11@ucl.ac.uk

http://www.gcro.ac.za/about/staff/

Dr Andre Ortega

‘Postcolonial Suburbanisms: A View from Manila’s Fringe and Beyond’ (1 August 2017 – 31
March 2018)

Andre is based at the Population Institute, University of the Philippines and will spend eight
months visiting City Institute, York University in Canada under the mentorship of Professor
Roger  Keil.  His  research  examines  the  intersection  of  colonial  history,  transnational
mobilities, real estate boom and dispossession that shape the urban-rural tensions underlying
Manila’s suburban expansion. It theorises new transformations in suburban fringes beyond
city center-periphery discourse or Anglo-American narratives, accounting for diverse multi-
scalar  processes  shaping  suburban  expansion.  It  attentively  underscores  place-specific
conditions  and  particularities,  not  least  emergent  processes  of  emancipatory  suburban
resistance.

arnisson@gmail.com

www.andreortega.net

Dr Ingrid Olivo

‘Reconstructing  modern  disaster  management:  Puerto  Rican  development  and  planning
examined through the lens of Hurricanes San Ciriaco (1899), San Felipe (1928), Santa Clara
(1956), Hugo (1989), Georges (1998) and Irene (2011)’ (1 March 2017 – 30 September 2017)

Ingrid  is  based  at  the  Fundación  Dr  Guillermo  Manuel  Ungo  (FUNDAUNGO),  a  non-
governmental,  non-profit  organisation  in  El  Salvador  and  will  conduct  her  research
fellowship  at  University  College  London  under  the  Mentorship  of  Adriana  Allan  and
Professor Ben Wisner (retired, visiting and affiliated researcher). Her research will explore
the key lessons for planners from the disaster management changes that happened during the
transition  of  Puerto  Rico  from a  Spanish  colony  to  a  U.S.  Commonwealth  in  crisis.  It
comprises an original urban planning longitudinal, retrospective, qualitative, descriptive and
multi-case study of hurricanes on Puerta Rico. It examines the role of disasters in changing
ecosystems and the built environment, and importantly, reshaping local power relations in a
context that is urgent given the prospects of mounting emergencies in Puerto Rico due to
environmental degradation, precarious urbanisation, migration and climate change.

ingridolivo@gmail.com

http://cudrr.org/?post_staff=ingrid-olivo
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Seminar Series

The seminar series aims to support the production of international research in all areas of
urban analysis. In the 2016 competition, USF will support up to three seminar series, in each
case up to  a  maximum of  £20,000.  Applications  to  the  Competition  are received in  two
stages. The first stage involves submission of a short Initial Application Form which requires
details of the person leading the proposal, an overview of the potential contribution of the
seminar  series,  the  nature  of  the  proposed  event,  and  a  draft  budget.  The  second  stage
involves  re-submitting  an  extended  version  of  those  initial  proposals  that  best  meet  the
criteria of the Seminar Series. All proposals are required to be clearly international in breadth,
and should relate to the scope of the journal Urban Studies. They should also fit within the
journal’s relevant topics for submission of papers. Proposals are welcomed from academics
working in any country. Examples of the most recent winners of the competition are below. 

Reconceptualising Urban Landscapes of Work, led by Dr Darja Reuschke and Dr Carol
Ekinsmyth (April 2017 to February 2018).

International  Conference  on  Polarisation,  Fragmentation  and  Resilience, led  by
Professor  Si-ming  Li,  Hong  Kong  Baptist  University,  Hong  Kong  (29th November  –  1st

December 2017).

The Future of Urban Network Research, co-led by Dr Ben Derudder and Dr Zachary Neal,
Ghent University, Belgium (18-20th September 2017).

Tent camp at night, Bucharest, September 2014. Copyleft, Michele Lancione.
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Internal Postgraduate students 

Michael O’ Sullivan (PhD, Urban Studies, University of Glasgow)

‘To  what  extent  can  ‘planning  for  growth’ in  Scotland  be  democratic  and effective?’ (1
September 2012 – 31 July 2016, completed 2018)

Michael’s  thesis  analyses  the  operation  of  the  Scottish  planning  system,  particularly  its
pursuit of ‘sustainable economic growth’ and its interrelated role in Scotland’s current, but
long-emerging, housing crisis. His research focuses on the Aberdeen and Edinburgh regions
as they attempt the difficult (perhaps impossible) task of strategically planning and delivering
sustainable forms of growth within a context of neoliberal political-economic institutions and
practices. Michael was formerly a planner working ‘in the field’ in each case study area for
both public and private sectors. He has gone back as a researcher to understand, through an
applied qualitative analysis, the process by which recent planning strategies in these places
has emerged and what their effects might be. The study analyses the practice of planning as
place-based governance: what planning does, what it can and cannot do, and who gains and
who loses through its multiple processes.

m.o’sullivan.1@research.gla.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/staff/michaelosullivan/

Shivali Fifield (PhD, Urban Studies, University of Glasgow)

‘Can  community  workshops  support  participants  to  think  about  healthier  and  greener
lifestyles?’ (1 October 2015 – September 30 2019) 

Shivali’s  prior  professional  career  has  involved  tackling  the  impacts  of  poverty  and
inequality,  working  cross-sector  in  the  fields  of  substance  misuse,  mental  health  and
homelessness  in  London  and  Glasgow.  Drawing  on  her  experience  of  developing  and
utilising  integrated  approaches  to  complex  problems  and  facilitating  individual  and
community  resilience  through  user-led  services,  her  current  research  involves  exploring
‘green’ narratives through an action learning project with a community group in Wallacewell,
North  East  Glasgow.  The  aim  of  her  research  is  to  establish  the  role  that  deliberative
workshops can play in strengthening individual and community assets in the form of carbon
literacy,  and nurturing  narratives  that  support  sustainable  and healthy  lifestyles  with  low
income households.

s.fifield.1@research.gla.ac.uk
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/research/students/shivalififield/

Andrew Burns (PhD, Urban Studies, University of Glasgow)

‘Journeys through Homelessness: An Ethnographic Investigation into the Resilience of a City
and its Homeless Population During Times of Austerity’ (1 October 2016 – 30 September
2019)

Andrew's PhD research proposes to carry out research with homeless people in Glasgow in
order to uncover the complex ways in which homelessness is produced and reproduced by the
actions  and  interactions  of  those  experiencing  it  and  those  supporting  them.  It  will  use
ethnography  to  examine  how  the  journeys/mobilities  of  individuals  contribute  to  the
construction of homelessness. 
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a.burns.3@research.gla.ac.uk
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/research/students/andrewburns/

Yang Wang (PhD, Urban Studies, University of Glasgow)

‘Mapping Place Attachment:  Towards  a Psychological  Approach to  Historic  Environment
Conservation in Cities’ (1 October 2016 – 30 September 2019)

Yang's research aims to find out how urban residents develop emotional attachments to the
built environment they experience in their daily lives and in their local neighbourhood, with a
particular focus on the role of historic buildings, spaces and street furniture. 

The  empirical  findings  will  be  visualised  through  the  creation  of  an  innovative  EGIS
(Emotional GIS), and are expected to be able to inform conservation policy enabling a better
understanding and response to residents’ concerns.

y.wang.10@research.gla.ac.uk 
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/socialpolitical/research/students/yangwang

Victoria Noka (MRes, School of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow)

1 October 2017 – September 30 2019

Destruction of old houses by developers, Bucharest, January 2015. Copyleft, Michele Lancione.
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Street Art in Ensanche Capotillo, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. © Cristina Temenos
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